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Do you recall the 1956 opening of the Bell Museum?

by Jocelyn Bethune
My parents visited the Bell Museum
on their honeymoon. My sister-in-law

Canadian history, forever protected here,
in our own backyard and will be fea-
tured during Nova Scotia’s annual Her-

met her husband there.

The museum is more than a tourist
destination, it is a part of the communi-
ty; a nationally recognized piece of

itage Day.

To celebrate the centennial of the
Canadian Parks Service, the theme of
this year's Heritage Day is “Historic

OBSERVATIONS

The Coyote Issue - our opinion

In Nova Scotia, coyotes are designated “other harvestable wildlife” and can be
shot or otherwise killed year-round with no “bag limit”. There is also an NDP gov-
ernment-initiated subsidized trapping program, through a “pelt-incentive” of twenty
dollars per dead coyote, for licenced trappers. We are informed that coyotes seen
near communities, for example schools, “are to be captured and killed.” A Depart-
ment of Natural Resources press release of January 21, 2011, states that, “More than
800 coyote pelts have been shipped to market this season, a 51 per cent increase
over the same period last season.” Government media releases have spoken of aim-
ing to kill 4,000 coyote!

We are two people living at different, relatively isolated, rural locations in Pictou
County, in Nova Scotia. Each of us has lived with coyotes (really wild dogs) in our
immediate neighbourhoods, for over twenty-five years. We oppose the coyote fear-
mongering and hatred in Nova Scotia, which encourages a dread of being in the
woods where coyotes could roam. One of us has had hundreds of youth sleeping in
woods at summer camps, with coyotes in the vicinity and with no incidents, for the
past twenty years.

Wildlife is “wild” and humans need to adapt to this. A measure of a supposedly
civilized society should be human tolerance and co-existence with all other species,
and concern for their well-being, not just for humans and their domesticated pets. We
need a deeper ecological awareness. To elevate the trapper in Nova Scotia as the final
authority on coyotes, as do government press releases and many media stories, is to
disregard self-interest. It is equivalent to asking someone employed by the forest
industry for an enlightened opinion on industrial forestry practices.

We see coyotes, along with all the other wild animals, as an extension of our-
selves. We are often thrilled to hear coyote territorial family calls where we live, usual-
ly in the evenings or early mornings. We are thankful that the Eastern Coyote, which
moved into our province in a territorial expansion in the early 1970s, and is now to be
found throughout Atlantic Canada, has replaced the long ago extirpated wolf as an
important ecosystem predator. The first documented coyote to be trapped in Nova Sco-
tia, was in 1977. Coyotes are an evolving and extremely adaptable species. “Our” coy-
otes have a larger body size than the Western. This is a result of interbreeding with
wolves, on the coyote’s migratory journey East.

Since the unfortunate death of a young woman, Taylor Mitchell, on a hiking trail
in Cape Breton Highlands National Park, in October of 2009 - a first coyote-related
human death for Nova Scotia - coyote hysteria has been on a roll. Taylor’s friends
described her as a person who loved nature and wildlife. Her own mother spoke out
publicly against any killing of coyotes because of her daughter’s death. Yet Taylor’s
death has been used to help justify a slaughter of coyotes. The media have been full of
stories of aggressive coyote behaviour. However, aggressive “domestic” dog behav-
iour towards cyclists and walkers, which many of us are familiar with, seems to escape
a sympathetic press. For example, in Point Pleasant Park in Halifax, the scene of the
latest media coyote scare, a person would have a much greater chance of a dog bite
than the thrill of seeing a probable passing-through coyote.

We oppose this fear-mongering, provincial government-directed and media-
stoked, towards our interactions with coyotes in Nova Scotia. It is creating a ripple
effect which is negatively changing how we relate to Nature. There are “problem” peo-
ple and “problem” coyotes, but we don’t go to war on a species. Do we eliminate all
the dogs in a neighbourhood if the mailman gets bitten?

Both of us feel that it is crucial for humans to come into a new, non-dominant,
and compassionate relationship with the natural world. There is a need for a funda-
mental shift in societal and individual consciousness, and a new equilibrium, with all
the species who share this Earth with us, to have any kind of long term ecological and
social future.

Billy MacDonald, Redtail Nature Awareness, and David Orton, Green Web
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The interior of the Bell

Parks and Landscapes”.

In May 1911, the Canadian govern-
ment created the Dominion Parks
Branch, the world's first national park
service. In 1936, the Cape Breton High-
lands National Park was opened and this
year marks its 75th year in operation.
Twenty years later in 1956, the Alexan-
der Graham Bell National Historic Site
was opened.

Do you recall that day in August of
19567 What about the day they started
digging the foundation? How did the
construction transform a former hay
field? How did this building impact the
village? The county? Were you a guide

Museum circa 1960.

there while in university or perhaps you
met your spouse there. Did you play
hockey in the parking lot or hide and
seek in hydrofoil hall? We'd love to hear
about your experiences!

The Baddeck & Area Historical
Society is interested in hearing your sto-
ries of these Victoria County Parks. Drop
by the Victoria County Archives Heritage
Day open house on February 23 at the
Courthouse and share your information.

If you have photos that you would
like to share, we can copy them and
return them to you. For more informa-
tion, contact Jocelyn Bethune at 902-
295-2067.

Great summer fob

4-H Camp Counselors

by Marina Gillis

If you like hiking, canoeing, swim-
ming and helping children reach their
full potential? Are you outgoing, respon-
sible, crafty, creative and love the 4-H
program? If so, consider becoming a
Camp Counselor at Camp Rankin!

Camp Rankin is the 4-H provincial
summer camp which is located in Rich-
mond County, Cape Breton. Every year,
senior 4-H members (16 or older by
July) are hired to work at the camp as
counselors supervising 4-H members
aged 9 to 15 from all across Nova Scotia.
There are 5 one week camps.

Counselor Positions available:
Canoeing Counselor (who must have a
valid canoeing course certificate); Drama
Counselor; Crafts Counselor; Nature and

Outdoors Counselor; Recreation and
Healthy Living Counselor; Exploring 4-
H Counselor.

Qualifications: At least 16 years of
age; First Aid certificate; Camping
background and/or good knowledge of
4-H program; Emotional maturity;
Good moral character and integrity;
Have the ability to work successfully
with children and peers; Be able to pre-
pare and conduct workshops and pro-
vide instruction to youth; Enjoy the out-
doors

Please contact your general leader or
visit the Provincial website at
http://www.gov.ns.ca/agri/4h/ for more
camp details.

The deadline to apply is March 15,
2011.

(R

A Trail Rides at
J/°[ B~ Rocking Horse Ranch

Only Ten Minutes from Baddeck...

Rides for All Ages on Gentle, Rescued Horses
Pony Rides ~Lessons ~ Mini Petting Zoo

Come Help Support Animal Rescue!

Call to Book Your Experience Today!
(902) 295-2743

Now Available at Rocking Horse Ranch...
N Horse Boarding & Dog Boarding )
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