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The Book Nook - late or missing books? Don’t worry!

by Kate Oland

“I'm late, I'm late, for a very impor-
tant date!” The poor old White Rabbit
from Alice in Wonderland spent an entire
film (and book!) in a state of panic and
anxiety. Unfortunately, this is also the
state many library patrons get themselves
into over due dates and late fines. Some
people add a major helping of shame and
embarrasment to the mix - and end up

figuring that borrowing from the library

justisn’t worth it.

I can certainly relate to this stew of
feelings. When I was a child, I would
lurk outside the main entrance of my
local library, stack of overdue books in
hand, waiting for just the right librarian
to be at the desk. If the wrong librarian
was on duty, I was liable to get a stern
look and a lengthy lecture. All for the
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crime of loving those books just a bit too
much, and keeping them just a bit too
long!

Let me set the record straight about
overdue books, late fines, the library, and
you. While it’s true that we do want to
have materials back on time, library staff
do NOT sit around throwing darts at pic-
tures of patrons whose books are over-
due. We (being quite fallible human
beings) understand that sometimes,
despite people’s best intentions, “life
happens” and books are returned late. If
you are a bit late bringing your books
back, you need not tremble at the door
awaiting the wrath of the librarian.

“Ahah,” you say, “But I'm not just a
little bit late, I'm a lot late! I just found a
book that was due around the time the
Beatles were causing teenage girls to
faint. They’re SURE to hate me at the
library!”

Actually, we're just glad to have the
book back. The best approach, when
you’ve kept a book too long or realize
you owe some serious fines, is just to
deal with it. We all make mistakes.
Library staff know this, and we’re happy
to help set things right.

“But wait,” you add. “I'm not just
late returning my book. I've lost it! My
rottweiller ate it! I accidentally ran over it
with my Skidoo!”

Yes, we’ve seen it all. Obviously, we
prefer it when people take good care of
borrowed materials, keep them in good
condition, and return them on time. But I
repeat - “life happens.” If a disaster hap-
pens to you and your library materials,
just let us know. If a book is lost or dam-

aged, you do have to pay for it - but
nobody is going to hate you.

Of course, there are many conve-
nient ways to avoid having overdue
books to begin with. If you know you
can’t return the book on time, you can
call us and ask to have the book renewed
for an extra two weeks. As long as no
other patron has requested the book, we
can renew things up to ten times. You
can drop books in the library’s drop box
if you're passing by when we're closed.
And you can renew your own books
online by visiting www.cbrl.ca and click-
ing on “My Account.” You'll need your
library card number (on the back of your
card) and your PIN number (the last four
digits of your phone number).

Some people develop borrowing
habits that help them keep better track of
their materials and due dates. I know of
some folks who have a “book sack™ or
“library box” in their home, where all
borrowed materials are kept when not in
use. Others make it a habit to write the
due date on their kitchen calendar when
they return home from the library. And
increasingly, patrons are using their
online account to keep track of what
they’ve borrowed, what they’ve ordered,
and what’s due when.

Great strategies aside, “late hap-
pens.” If it happens to you, don’t panic!
A small late fine (15 cents a day for late
books) isn’t the end of the world. Consid-
er it a donation to your local library.

Kate Oland, Baddeck Branch/Victoria
County Bookmobile - 295-2055

Leona Stockley, Victoria North
Regional Branch (Ingonish) - 285-2544
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Malagawatch Church
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Hughie MacKenzie, In Story & Song Concert

as part of our Anniversary Concert Series

The performers include: Rod C. MacNeil, Paul Cranford,
Angus MacLeod, Janet MacNeil, Catriona Parsons,
Joe Peter MacLean, and Kathy Riefesel.

A blend of Gaelic story and song chronicling the
life of this 20th Century Bard from Rear Christmas
Island. Admission $15. General seating.
Prepaid reservations required.

No refunds or discounts. 15% HST included.

Reserve your tickets by phoning:

1-866-442-3542

Win prizes and a

Gaelic Halloween ‘
experience at

Highland Village!

Visit www.highlandvillage.cd
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